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a kind of fasLion; that its general results, exhibited as demon-
strated propositions, have been circulated through all classes of
society ; and that, at length, the greater part of those who pre-
tend to any information are fearful of incurring the charge of
ignorance if they do not side with those who consider the first
of our sacred books as a fiction."

All rational men will admit that nothing is so
unphilosophical as the denial of facts because we
cannot explain how it is that they are constituted
facts; but it is not unphilosophical to deny theo-
ries advanced to explain them, when shown to
come short in the very particular upon which
their competency depends.    When facts are col-
lected for scientific observation, their probable
causes are first sought for; and then hypotheses
are laid for appropriate explanation. To verify such
hypotheses, as containing explanatory principles
which must ultimately take their places like the
strong timbers of scientific framework, men must
succeed in showing that they cover all the facts
collected and collated, and have become bonds
of union by which facts are harmoniously classi-
fied and relatively understood.    Many Christian
men of acknowledged ability have issued works
like those I have named, taking for granted that
the   theoretical  geology which  assigns  billions
of years to the formation and perfection of the
earth, is a truthful representation of the physical
facts belonging to its history ; but infallibility is
not claimed for the loftiest human genius that
ever burst into sky-rocket brilliancy ; and for that
reason, every volume that ever issued from the
hands of men may be questioned in some particu-
lars of its process.   Now, if the theory under